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Caitlin Johnstone

Oligarchs have no business controlling what we can and cannot say to each other.
Governments have no business forcing more and more transparency on us while
bringing more and more opacity to themselves. This is ugly, it is abusive, and it must
end. Freedom of speech is actually about freedom of thought. Speech is the carrying
agent of thought; controlling human communication is actually about controlling the
spread of ideas. Censorship is about controlling the thoughts that the public think in
their heads. Speech control is mind control.

The Atlantic has published an article authored by two university professors titled “Internet
Speech Will Never Go Back to Normal”, subtitled “In the debate over freedom versus control
of the global network, China was largely correct, and the U.S. was wrong.”

For anyone who values human communication that is unregulated by oligarchs and
government agencies, the article is worth reading in full. It's actually packed full of
extensively sourced information about the way Silicon Valley tech giants are collaborating
with western governments to censor speech. The only difference between this article and
something you might read on some libertarian website is that this article argues that all of
these regulations on speech are a good thing.

We'll provide a link to the article in the notes, if you don’t want to give clicks to The Atlantic,
whose editor-in-chief Jeffrey Goldberg once assured the world that “the coming invasion of
Irag will be remembered as an act of profound morality.” Do give it a look if this interests you
and you have time.

“In the great debate of the past two decades about freedom versus control of the network,
China was largely right and the United States was largely wrong,” argue the article’s authors,
one of whom is a former Bush administration lawyer. “Significant monitoring and speech
control are inevitable components of a mature and flourishing internet, and governments
must play a large role in these practices to ensure that the internet is compatible with a
society’s norms and values.”

The article paints an accurate picture of the ways in which supposedly independent social
media platforms have been collaborating with governments and with each other to regulate
speech and have increased that collaboration during the Covid-19 pandemic, noting how “In
March 2019, Zuckerberg invited the government to regulate ‘harmful content’ on his platform”
and how “As in other contexts, Facebook relies on fact-checking organizations and
‘authorities’ (from the World Health Organization to the governments of U.S. states) to
ascertain which content to downgrade or remove.”

“These platforms have engaged in ‘strategic collaboration‘ with the federal government,
including by sharing information, to fight foreign electoral interference,” The Atlantic reports
after outlining ways in which Facebook, Twitter and Youtube have been censoring speech in
“aggressive but still imperfect steps to fend off foreign adversaries.”

“The harms from digital speech will also continue to grow, as will speech controls on these
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networks,” the article’s authors assert. “And invariably, government involvement will grow. At
the moment, the private sector is making most of the important decisions, though often under
government pressure. But as Zuckerberg has pleaded, the firms may not be able to regulate
speech legitimately without heavier government guidance and involvement. It is also unclear
whether, for example, the companies can adequately contain foreign misinformation and
prevent digital tampering with voting mechanisms without more government surveillance.”
This article comes out days after journalist Whitney Webb published another article worth
reading titled “Techno-Tyranny: How The US National Security State |Is Using Coronavirus To
Fulfill An Orwellian Vision“. Webb details how FOIA-obtained document by a US government
organization called the National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence (NSCAI)
argues for the need to implement authoritarian measures like increased surveillance more in
line with those used in China, in order to prevent the PRC from technologically surpassing
the United States.

Webb notes for example how the document “cites the use of mass surveillance on China’s
‘huge population base’ is an example of how China’s ‘scale of consumer market’ advantage
allowing ‘China to leap ahead’ in the fields of related technologies, like facial recognition.”
We’'re also seeing an increase in surveillance being pushed for in a new report by the think
tank Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, arguing that a drastic increase in tech
surveillance is “a price worth paying” in order to fight Covid-19. Which is of course hilarious,
because having the think tank of a Bush lapdog Prime Minister argue that more surveillance
is a price worth paying to stop coronavirus is a lot like a bunch of muggers arguing that time
saved by cutting through dark alleyways is worth the increased risk of mugging.

So that’s great. We're seeing mainstream narrative managers shriek about the need for new
cold war escalations against China’s bad, bad authoritarian government, while
simultaneously arguing that western governments should espouse Beijing’s worst
authoritarian impulses. This as we've discussed previously is because consent needs to be
manufactured in order for the US-centralized empire to take drastic steps to prevent China
from surpassing it and creating a multipolar world, and the freer people are to think and act
and organize, the harder that’s going to be.

Oligarchs have no business controlling what we can and cannot say to each other.
Governments have no business forcing more and more transparency on us while bringing
more and more opacity to themselves. This is ugly, it is abusive, and it must end.

Freedom of speech is actually about freedom of thought. Speech is the carrying agent of
thought; controlling human communication is actually about controlling the spread of ideas.
Censorship is about controlling the thoughts that the public think in their heads. Speech
control is mind control.

from caitlin johnstone

Sources:

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/what-covid-revealed-about-internet/610549/
https://caitlinjohnstone.com/2020/04/27/narrative-managers-argue-china-like-internet-censorship-is-
needed/

This may interest you as well:

#WordinPrivate-en - www.kla.tv/WordinPrivate-en
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Kla.TV — The other news ... free — independent — uncensored ...
/ = what the media should not keep silent about ...
/ => Little heard — by the people, for the people! ...

= regular News at www.kla.tv/en

Stay tuned - it’s worth it!

Free subscription to our e-mail newsletter here: WWWw.Kkla.tv/abo-en

Security advice:

Unfortunately countervoices are being censored and suppressed more and more. As long as
we don't report according to the ideology and interests of the corporate media, we are
constantly at risk, that pretexts will be found to shut down or harm Kla.TV.

So join an internet-independent network today! Click here:

www.kla.tv/vernetzung&lang=en

Licence: @® Creative Commons License with Attribution

Spreading and reproducing is endorsed if Kla.TV if reference is made to source. No content may be presented out of context.
The use by state-funded institutions is prohibited without written permission from Kla.TV. Infraction will be legally prosecuted.
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