
 

"Refugees Welcome" – A
Disservice?
Now another slogan is causing a stir worldwide:
“Refugees welcome”. 

This slogan is not only the main focus in citizen’s initiatives, non-profit organizations, 
and countless internet platforms but also in Europe-wide demonstrations. Tens of 
thousands on the streets of London and Copenhagen have recently asked to receive 
more refugees into their countries.

To demonstrate solidarity with the French satire magazine “Charlie Hebdo”, which lost twelve
employees in a terrorist attack on January 7, 2015, the slogan “Je suis Charlie”, “I am 
Charlie”, was on everyone’s tongue. Now another slogan is causing a stir worldwide: 
“Refugees welcome”. 

This slogan is not only the main focus in citizen’s initiatives, non-profit organizations, and 
countless internet platforms but also in Europe-wide demonstrations. Tens of thousands on 
the streets of London and Copenhagen have recently asked to receive more refugees into 
their countries. 
The message is clear: Borders are to be opened and refugees received unrestrictedly, 
without distinguishing between so called war-, economic-, or refugees motivated for other 
reasons.

The Swiss Radio and TV, SRF, sums it up as follows, I quote: “A new wave of humanity 
sweeps through Europe and beyond; a wave of solidarity – or as it is said in Germany: “A 
new welcoming culture is arising.”
Yet now the legitimate question arises on how useful this “welcoming culture” is in reality and 
if it isn’t causing more harm than good to those affected.

One who should know this is the British economist Sir Paul Collier. Collier is the director of 
the Centre for the Study of African Economies at Oxford University.
In a detailed interview, which was published on February 6, 2015 in the online edition of the 
weekly German newspaper “Die Zeit”, Collier harshly criticized the so-called “Refugees 
Welcome”-policy.
Collier calls the debate on whether immigration is good or bad – whether it is to be accepted 
unconditionally or to be refused – ridiculous, polarizing, and simply nonsense. For him it is 
crucial: “How much migration is the best for everyone? That’s the decisive question – both for
the rich countries that are migrated to as well as for the countries of origin.”
For the rich European countries, the social consequences are said to be critical: “We know 
that a certain degree of cultural variety is useful to a society, for the new migrants bring 
innovation and variety. But this only applies to a certain degree because too much disparity in
a society can have negative consequences.” The problem with unequal societies is that 
mutual trust tends to decrease.
This trust decreases at the expense of the social systems because they are based upon 
mutual trust and cooperation. In research this is an undisputed fact, says Collier. Concerning 
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the countries of origin, Collier says: “Emigration can have positive effects. But if the stream is
getting too broad, the countries are damaged. 
In many of the poorest countries of the world this point has already been greatly exceeded. 
These countries are experiencing an exodus. It’s a paradox: On the one hand we maintain 
development programs, on the other hand we accept a policy which is damaging these 
countries.” The emigrated citizens are missed in their homeland as “the engine of progress 
and development”. In many cases it delays the ability of these countries to catch up with the 
richer countries of the world, says Collier. The gap between the rich and the poor countries 
has thus become larger which in turn accelerates migration. Collier mentions that our policy 
is a basic problem of a migration which has lost balance and is causing damage to the 
countries of origin: It is fatal and simply offering false hope to people. Emigrants know that 
they will be given much more rights as soon as they have made it over the Mediterranean to 
Europe.
“This promise is luring people into the boats. The consequence of our actions is that 
meanwhile 17,000 people have lost their lives. […] 
Besides we are supporting an enormous criminal industry which has specialized in the 
smuggling of refugees.” As an alternative to an unrestricted „welcome policy“ with open 
borders, Collier suggests the following: “First of all it should be ensured that the people in 
real need are coming. This is only possible if we relocate the asylum procedure to the place 
where the journey starts, i.e. outside Europe.  
People, who are then getting asylum, should be able to come legally.”
The second suggestion is based on the fundamental problem of European policy, which does
not provide adequate care for the people who remain. Collier suggests: “The West should 
support the establishment of small local factories in the refugee camps in Europe. These 
could produce for the global market, also for us in the West. 
When war in Syria is over, the refugees could bring these production facilities and the 
acquired skills back into their country. Maybe we in the West would have to change our 
trading rules therefore. But that way we would help the people in these countries in the long 
term.” That’s the assessment of the British economist Paul Collier on the discussion on 
migration. To summarize: An unrestricted welcome policy is causing more harm than good to 
everyone – to the European host countries as well as to the countries of origin. The gap 
between rich and poor countries is thus getting even larger. And there are alternative 
solutions, ways in which the refugees can be integrated and educated in Europe so in turn 
they are able to bring the acquired knowledge back to their homeland and use it there.
Watch our broadcast, which also concerns this topic entitled “Floods of Refugees – Turning 
Chaos into an Upward Trend!” Good evening.

from dd.

Sources:

- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4-
oSc8Y85Y&amp;index=7&amp;list=PLD9tv0TxyeYLh55aZA1FsFzEUIuc_SZgy

- http://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/demos-kopenhagen-london-101.html

- http://www.srf.ch/sendungen/kontext/wie-mitmenschlichkeit-entsteht

- http://www.zeit.de/gesellschaft/zeitgeschehen/2015-02/interview-collier-zuwanderung-
fluechtlinge?user_suggested=true#comments

- http://friedensblick.de/17738/fluechtlings-experte-paul-collier-welcome-refugees-kultur-toetet/
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This may interest you as well:

---

Kla.TV – The other news ... free – independent – uncensored ...

è what the media should not keep silent about ...
è Little heard – by the people, for the people! ...
è regular News at www.kla.tv/en

Stay tuned – it’s worth it!

Free subscription to our e-mail newsletter here: www.kla.tv/abo-en

Security advice:

Unfortunately countervoices are being censored and suppressed more and more. As long as 
we don't report according to the ideology and interests of the corporate media, we are 
constantly at risk, that pretexts will be found to shut down or harm Kla.TV.

So join an internet-independent network today! Click here: 

www.kla.tv/vernetzung&lang=en

Licence:    Creative Commons License with Attribution
Spreading and reproducing is endorsed if Kla.TV if reference is made to source. No content may be presented out of context.
The use by state-funded institutions is prohibited without written permission from Kla.TV. Infraction will be legally prosecuted.
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